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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TOKYO 1 1443 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 

TAGS: PARM USUN EGEN 

SUBJECT: MILITARY EXPENDITURE LIMITATIONS (MEL) - SUBMISSIONS 
TO UNSYG FOR USE BY EXPERTS' GROUP 

REF: STATE 169345 

IN CONVERSATION JULY 28, DISARMAMENT DIVDIR WATANABE SUGGESTED 
WE TAKE MORE RELAXED VIEW OF RESPONSES RECEIVED THUS FAR TO 
1976 UNSYG REPORT ON THE MEASUREMENT AND INTERNATIONAL 
REPORTING OF MILITARY EXPENDITURES. WATANABE AGREED THAT 
RESPONSES WERE DISAPPOINTINGLY FEW IN NUMBER BUT FELT WE COULD 
AFFORT TO WAIT FOR OUTCOME OF GROUP OF EXPERTS MEETING 
BEGINNING AUGUST 8 BEFORE CONSIDERING WHAT MORE MIGHT BE 
DONE. WATANABE FELT THAT TRYING TO PUSH TOO STRONGLY NOW 
WOULD PRODUCE NEGATIVE REACTION FROM COMMUNIST COUNTRIES. 
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